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the Devil knew the physical condition of his children,
or whether God wished to derive his own glory from
the faith and constancy of these new Christians,—at
all events, the five children that he had are almost
reduced to one. Soon [78] after this conversation,
one of his children was seized with a hectic fever
which will deprive him of life in a few days,—for
he is but a skeleton, and his bones pierce through his
skin in many places. Some time afterward, another
child, who was at the seminary, was seized by an-
other disease, which has lasted five months, and, at
present, he is not expected to live more than a few
days. His eldest son, about fourteen years old, who
was also a pupil of our Seminary, gave him consola-
tion in the midst of his afflictions, for indeed he was
a well-behaved child, and of an excellent mind. He
was suddenly seized with a defluxion or pleurisy
which, after causing him great suffering, carried him
off in a few days at our House, where he had been
brought that he might be more conveniently nursed.
His father did not stir from his side while he was
sick; his mother came to see him every day, from a
distance of over a league. It was during this illness
that we were convinced of the faith of the father and
child. The fever became so high and so violent that
it sometimes made him delirious. Whenever the
poor child had a little rest, his father would call us,
and beg us to speak to him of God, in order suitably
to prepare [79] his soul for death. Sometimes, I saw
him fall on his knees near his bed to pray to God,
and to have his son pray; his mother prayed, on her
part; and both made a vow to God for the recovery
of their child, but with the utmost resignation to
God’s will. ‘‘It is not we,”’ said they, ‘‘who com-



